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CentOS Stream is an upstream open source development platform that lets you develop, test, and 
contribute to a continuously delivered Linux® distribution that tracks just ahead of Red Hat® Enterprise 
Linux. It provides more transparency and opportunities for community, partner, and customer participa-
tion. Because CentOS Stream code becomes the next minor release of Red Hat Enterprise Linux, you 
can contribute more quickly and directly to Red Hat Enterprise Linux and test your workloads in advance 
of new releases.

A key part of the enterprise Linux ecosystem

CentOS Stream exists between Fedora Linux and Red Hat Enterprise Linux in the open source code  
flow. By working within the fast-moving CentOS Stream project, Red Hat can create and release new 
versions of Red Hat Enterprise Linux more rapidly.

Red Hat Enterprise Linux
A production-grade operating 
system that provides a more secure, 
supported, and flexible foundation 
for critical workloads and applications

Open source 
community projects
A collection of projects, 
each working toward 
their own goals

Fedora Linux
Brings together the best 
ideas from the huge 
number of available open 
source community projects 

CentOS Stream
Provides a streamlined 
contribution path to the 
next minor release of 
Red Hat Enterprise Linux

Contributions flow among all elements of the ecosystem; 
however, there is a stronger connection between CentOS 
Stream and Red Hat Enterprise Linux. They each contribute 
to the other while also ensuring that new code is submitted 
as far upstream as possible; and, ideally, directly into the 
relevant open source community projects.

Figure 1. CentOS Stream has a strong connection with Red Hat Enterprise Linux, allowing each offering  
to contribute to the other.

As a development platform 
for contributing to Red Hat 
Enterprise Linux, CentOS 
Stream lets you:

 � Share feedback on 
upcoming Red Hat 
Enterprise Linux releases 
prior to availability.

 � Test and prepare  
workloads for the next 
Red Hat Enterprise Linux 
minor release.

 � Work side by side with 
Red Hat Enterprise Linux 
engineers on patches and 
updates to benefit your  
use cases and interests.

 � Collaborate with industry 
peers and partners in spe-
cial interest groups to move 
your use cases forward.

A streamlined contribution path 
to Red Hat Enterprise Linux

CentOS Stream

https://www.redhat.com/en/topics/linux/what-is-centos-stream
https://www.redhat.com/en/technologies/linux-platforms/enterprise-linux
https://www.redhat.com/en/technologies/linux-platforms/enterprise-linux
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About Red Hat

 Red Hat is the world’s leading provider of enterprise open source software solutions, using a community-powered approach 
to deliver reliable and high-performing Linux, hybrid cloud, container, and Kubernetes technologies. Red Hat helps 
customers develop cloud-native applications, integrate existing and new IT applications, and automate and manage complex 
environments. A trusted adviser to the Fortune 500, Red Hat provides award-winning support, training, and consulting services 
that bring the benefits of open innovation to any industry. Red Hat is a connective hub in a global network of enterprises, 
partners, and communities, helping organizations grow, transform, and prepare for the digital future.
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Contribute to Red Hat Enterprise Linux

CentOS Stream lets you contribute and make changes to Red Hat Enterprise Linux more quickly and 
effectively than before. It provides early access to the same code Red Hat developers and engineers 
use to produce the next version of Red Hat Enterprise Linux. This increased transparency lets you share 
feedback on upcoming minor releases before they are published. If you identify functionality that is not 
in the current version of Red Hat Enterprise Linux, you can propose a change to CentOS Stream. You 
can also provide code directly to CentOS Stream. Red Hat developers evaluate your proposal or code  
to determine next steps. Accepted changes are tested, verified, and included in CentOS Stream as well 
as the next minor release of Red Hat Enterprise Linux.

Validate your applications and processes

CentOS Stream gives you early access to code that will become Red Hat Enterprise Linux. As a result, 
you can develop and test workloads that target Red Hat Enterprise Linux prior to the next release.  
You can also contribute your tests to the CentOS Stream community to better understand whether 
future changes may impact your workload.

Connect with peers

CentOS Stream provides a place to collaborate with like-minded people and entities. Create or join  
a special interest group (SIG) to work on technologies and collaboratively solve specific challenges. 
Related technologies include features and functionality in Red Hat Enterprise Linux and capabilities that 
run on top of the operating system. Solutions generated through CentOS Stream SIGs may be consid-
ered for inclusion in Red Hat Enterprise Linux.

Learn more

CentOS Stream is an important part of the enterprise Linux ecosystem and provides a streamlined path 
for contributing to Red Hat Enterprise Linux.

 � Learn more about CentOS Stream: redhat.com/en/topics/linux/what-is-centos-stream

 � Running production workloads? Check out Red Hat Enterprise Linux: redhat.com/rhel

Which platform is right 
for your organization?

Each platform in the Red Hat 
Enterprise Linux open source 
development ecosystem 
fits different needs.

 � Fedora Linux: 
Linux operating system 
development and desktop 
use cases

 � CentOS Stream: 
Participation in Red Hat 
Enterprise Linux  
development 
 
Continuous integration 
and deployment (CI/CD) 
activities to prepare for the 
next Red Hat Enterprise 
Linux release

 � Red Hat Enterprise Linux: 
Enterprise and production 
workloads 
 
Development and redis-
tribution of containerized 
applications via Red Hat 
Universal Base Images

https://www.redhat.com/en/about/company?sc_cid=70160000000e5syAAA
https://access.redhat.com/recognition
https://docs.centos.org/en-US/stream-contrib/
https://wiki.centos.org/SpecialInterestGroup
https://www.redhat.com/en/topics/linux/what-is-centos-stream
https://www.redhat.com/rhel
https://getfedora.org/
https://centos.org/centos-stream/
https://www.redhat.com/en/technologies/linux-platforms/enterprise-linux
https://www.redhat.com/en/blog/introducing-red-hat-universal-base-image
https://www.redhat.com/en/blog/introducing-red-hat-universal-base-image

